A large colony of this black species was found nesting in the base of a tree near Escuintla, Guatemala. The.nest was situated a few feet from the ground and had a rather convoluted, spoutshaped entrance of black wax (cerumen) projecting between two of
A few specimens of this, the largest species seen, were taken on flowers in the banana plantations at Quirigua, Guatemala.
Trigona jaty F. Smith. This small, slender, honey-yellow species is common in western Guatemala, at Escuintla and Patulul, nesting in crevices between the buttresses or bark-ridges of large trees and between the clapboards of houses. In the latter situations it seems to prefer the corners where the clap-boards abut on the door and window frames. The nest entrance is a spout, sometimes fully an inch long but only about the diameter of a lead-pencil, either cylindrical or somewhat flattened and occasionally twisted. The wax of which this spout consists is pale yellow and as thin as paper, so that it collapses when rudely touched, especially when the temperature is high.
In the early morning the bees are often seen flying in a small compact swarm just in front of the entrance, all with dangling legs and with their faces turned towards the opening. They are extremely timid and when disturbed at once retreat into the opening and cannot be induced, by poking straws, etc. into it, to come out and defend their nest. While collecting along the edge of a field near Zacapa, Guatemala, I found a huge nest of this species, lying on the ground at the foot of a tree from which it had been torn. At first sight this nest resembled that of a common termite (Eutermes ripperti), being elliptical, nearly feet long and more than a foot wide and made of a dark, dry, earthy cerumen. My attention was attracted to it by columns of large leaf-cutting ants (Atta cephalotes) and fire ants (Solenopsis geminata). On following these I found that the nest had been torn open by some of the natives and that it contained a colony of T. rufricus which had been robbed of its honey. The ants were completing the ruin by imbibing the remnants of the honey and carrying off the softer and sweeter portions of the cerumen in little lumps. The defenceless bees had not deserted their abode but were vainly trying to repair the damage. They did not attempt to attack me.
Silvestri gives "irapu" and "caraboz" as the native names of this bee in the province of Missiones. lie describes and figures the structure of the nest in detail, and says that the bees bite savagely but without inflicting any pain. The [Carabide] ). The secretion is not, however, applied in the manner described by yon Ihering, because the bees did not make small holes in my epidermis, but simply spread the liquid over it in considerable quantity, so that the surface was quite wet. Hence, after the attack, the cuticle was not reddened in definite small patches but was diffusely flushed over larger areas as in case of sun-burn.
